74              ANNIE BESANT

At this meeting the secretary in the course of his report
had somewhere used the word ' native'. In those days-
Indians, that is ' natives of India ', used to be referred to as
* natives ' in railway trains and other places. I believe it is.
due to her that a protest was raised against the use of this
word, and Indians came to be called ' Indians'. Words
by use and misuse do undergo changes in their meanings.
In those days, ' Indian' officers really meant European
officers serving in India. ' Anglo-Indians * meant Englishmen
who had resided long in India. ' Eurasians ' meant persons
of mixed blood, Indian and European ; and * natives' meant
full-blooded Indians. * Natives' was, however, a term of
contempt.

1 remember an article, <( Rise of the Native ", in an English
magazine published in England, written by some detractor
of coloured peoples there. I think my father gave a reply
to it in the Central Hindu College Magazine, and naively
asked whether ' revolt of the native ' meant the revolt of
Englishmen who were natives of the place where the article
was written. 1 remember many quarrels with railway authori-
ties over the use of the word ' native '. Compartments in
railway trains used to be marked in those days separately
' for natives * and ' for Europeans \ All that is now gone.
^Natives ' have become * Indians ' ; * Eurasions ' have be-
come ' Anglo-Indians ' ; and ( Anglo-Indians ' have become
full-blooded ' Europeans '.

In her closing speech that morning at this students'
meeting, Mrs. Besant also said that the word ' native'
should not be used. The poor secretary started turning the-
pages of the report in order to make the correction then